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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . For the formality of the application under the present office practice, applicant(s) is 
required to replace "Claims" with "I or We Claim", "The Invention Claimed Is" (or the 
equivalent) before the Claims part of the specification of the instant application. See 
MPEP 608.01 (m). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 9-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 9, lines 3-4, delete "a receive clock and a reference clock" and insert "the 

receive clock signal and the reference clock signal". 

In claim 9, line 10, delete "a read signal" and insert "said read signal". 

In claim 9, line 10, delete "the selected" and insert "a selected". 

In claim 9, line 1 1 , delete "a window" and insert "said window". 

In claim 9, line 1 1 , delete "counts in the" and insert "counts in a". 

In claim 10, line 6, delete "domain" and insert "domain circuit". 

In claim 10, line 8, delete "said write" and insert "said window". 

Claim 1 1 directly depends on claim 9. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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3. Claims 6,9-12 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

a. Claims 6 and 9, lines 2 and 13, respectively, recite "said third circuit 
comprises a range control circuit" . However, according to Fig.2 and the 
specification, the third circuit (130) comprises of circuits of 180,182 and 184. 
And further, the specification describes 100 as the range control circuit. 
Therefore, it appears that the range control circuit comprises the third circuit, 
rather than the other way around. Claim 10, line 9, further refers to the range 
control circuit. 

b. Claim 9 recites the limitation "the channel selected clock signal" in line 14. 
Claim 10 recites the limitation "said select signal" in line 3. 

There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

c. Claim 12 recites all the elements as shown in Fig.2. And further, claim 12, 
lines 10-12 recites "means for providing independent range control". It 
appears from claim 1 that receive clock signal and reference clock signal by 
means of the three means provides independent range control. Therefore, it 
is unclear and indefinite as to which element "means for providing 
independent range control" is being referred to. 

d. Claim 17 recites "determing..." with a condition, however, without reciting 
what is actually determined, and therefore it is unclear and indefinite. 

e. Claim 1 1 directly depends on claim 9. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-5,7,8,13-16,18 and 19 allowed. 

5. Claims 6,12 and 17 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 9-1 1 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, and overcome the claim 
objections. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Present application discloses a range roving circuit wherein the circuitry controls 
clocks without a requirement for phase and/or frequency relationships between any 
of the clocks. Applicants recite an apparatus and a method comprising first, second 
and third circuit. Closest prior art, Miller et al. teach wherein the apparatus 
synchronizes regardless of the frequency and phase of the clock. However, Miller et 
al. do not teach all the limitations claimed including the all the elements of first, 
second and third circuit. Therefore, prior art viewed solely or in combination do not 
teach or suggest all the limitations claimed. 



Conclusion 
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8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Appelbaum et al. teach clock production for a microcomputer comparing the phase 
differences with a reference clock. 

Haulin et al. teach a bit synchronizer in a receiver comprising a phase comparator. 
Chen teaches clock generator in a data system producing a read and write clock 
signals for a memory module. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Sam Ahn whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3044. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jay Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2988. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Sam K. Ahn 
9/30/04 




